Failure to detect nucleic acid homology between some non-A, non-B viruses and hepatitis B virus DNA.
Some studies suggest that there is antigenic and nucleic acid homology of one type of non-A, non-B hepatitis virus with hepatitis B viral (HBV) proteins and DNA. Using molecular hybridization under high and low stringency conditions with high specific activity 32P-HBV DNA as a probe, serum and liver samples from patients and nonhuman primates infected with non-A, non-B hepatitis were examined. Our results provide no evidence of significant homology between the DNA extracted from serum and liver of patients and nonhuman primates infected with one type of non-A, non-B hepatitis and HBV DNA.